Z) VIDYAICS

M We Nurture Dreams...

N

DAILY
NEWS
ANALYSIS

ENGLISH VERSION

-

942-574-4877

www.vidyaics.com
icsvidya@gmail.com



VIDYA ICS

M We Nurture Dreams...

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS 0CT-23-2024 PRE+MAINS SPECIAL
Contents
................................................................................................................................................................................................. 0
The Anaconda Strategy and Taiwan: A Detailed Contemporary ANalYSis.......ccccueiiiccieeiiiiiee e erre e e bae e e e 2
MLALAD Fund: IN-Depth EXaMINGTION ..uviiiiiiiiie ittt sttt sttt e e s et e e s sbte e e s sabteeeessnbeeesssteeesssteeessnseeessassaeessne 4
AstroSat's Breakthrough in Black HOIE RESEAICN.........uiiiiiiii e e ee e e s bee e e e sabeeas 6
Chaukhamba Peak: A HIMalayan WONGET .........ooiiuiiiiiiiiie ettt e sttt e e st e e st e e e st eeeesbaaasssasteeeeansseesannssaeesansseneens 7
1|Page

Address : 7 Sai Tower, Near Kalyan Hospital, MLB Colony, Padav, Gwalior
Pin : 474002 | Contact: 9425404428 | www.vidyaics.com



VIDYA ICS

M We Nurture Dreams...

DAILY NEWS ANALYSIS OCT-23-2024 PRE+MAINS SPECIAL
The Anaconda Strategy and Taiwan: A Detailed Contemporary
Analysis

Introduction

Taiwan's navy commander recently raised global awareness by asserting that the People's Liberation
Army (PLA) of China is employing an "Anaconda strategy" aimed at encircling and isolating Taiwan.
This strategy, reminiscent of the tactics of the South American anaconda snake, involves gradually
tightening the grip on Taiwan through a combination of economic, diplomatic, military, and informational
pressure. The term reflects a slow and methodical approach to weakening Taiwan’s autonomy and
sovereignty without initiating direct conflict.

Key Components of the Anaconda Strategy

1. Economic Blockade
The strategy employs economic tactics such as
trade restrictions, tariffs, and embargoes, aimed at
undermining the target nation's economy. By
cutting off vital trade routes or restricting access to
markets, the aggressor seeks to create economic
hardships that weaken the target country internally.

2. Diplomatic Isolation
Diplomatic efforts focus on reducing the target
nation's international recognition. This may involve
severing diplomatic ties, encouraging other nations
to withdraw recognition, or lobbying against the
target country in international forums and
organizations. The goal is to marginalize the target
on the world stage.

3. Military Pressure
Military tactics include the deployment of armed forces near the target nation’s borders,
conducting high-profile military drills, and employing naval blockades. These actions not only
demonstrate military superiority but also serve as a constant reminder of potential force,
increasing psychological pressure on the target.

4. Information Warfare
The use of cyberattacks, disinformation campaigns, and propaganda forms a critical component
of the strategy. By destabilizing the target nation’s internal affairs through online manipulation or
sowing distrust within the population, information warfare undermines both political and societal
stability.
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Taiwan’s Situation Under the Anaconda Strategy

1. Economic Pressure
China has amplified its economic influence over Taiwan, strategically leveraging trade and
investment ties. Taiwan’s economic dependence on China for exports and imports has made it
vulnerable to economic disruptions, with China being capable of manipulating these links to
Taiwan’s detriment.

2. Diplomatic Isolation
China has consistently worked to reduce Taiwan’s diplomatic influence globally. By persuading
countries to break off diplomatic relations with Taiwan or to recognize the "One China" policy,
China has successfully narrowed Taiwan's international partnerships, isolating it on the global
stage.

3. Military Pressure
The PLA has significantly ramped up its military presence around Taiwan, conducting frequent
naval and air force exercises. Activities like live-fire drills, aerial incursions into Taiwan’s airspace,
and aircraft carrier operations in the Taiwan Strait contribute to constant tension, reminding
Taiwan of the potential military threat.

4. Information Warfare
China has deployed disinformation campaigns and engaged in online propaganda targeting
Taiwan. These actions aim to erode public confidence in Taiwan’s government, foster internal
divisions, and create narratives that align with China's political objectives.

Broader Implications for Regional Stability

1. Escalation of Tensions
The gradual and sustained nature of the Anaconda strategy significantly raises the risk of conflict.
As pressure mounts, Taiwan may feel increasingly cornered, leading to heightened tensions not
only between China and Taiwan but also involving other regional powers.

2. Potential Arms Race
In response to the growing military threat, Taiwan may feel compelled to invest heavily in
modernizing its military capabilities. This could include acquiring advanced weaponry, bolstering
missile defense systems, and increasing defense spending, potentially sparking an arms race in
the region.

3. Shift in Regional Power Dynamics
The Taiwan Strait has emerged as a key point of competition between China and the United
States, each vying for influence in the region. The strategic importance of Taiwan complicates the
geopolitical balance in the Indo-Pacific, with both regional and global consequences, including
the potential realignment of alliances and increased military presence in the area.
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Conclusion

The Anaconda strategy being employed by China against Taiwan is a multifaceted approach that
encompasses economic, diplomatic, military, and informational tactics. As it continues to evolve, this
strategy not only puts immense pressure on Taiwan but also poses significant challenges to regional
stability, particularly in light of U.S.-China competition in the Indo-Pacific. A comprehensive
understanding of this strategy will enable UPSC aspirants to analyze current global security issues and
effectively respond to questions on geopolitical conflicts and their broader implications.

MLALAD Fund: In-Depth Examination

Recent Developments — Delhi MLALAD Fund Hike:
Recently, the Delhi government raised the MLALAD allocation from X210 crore to 215 crore annually,

enhancing MLAS' capacity to undertake larger and more impactful development projects to meet their
constituencies' growing demands.

Context: w73 @
The Member of Legislative Assembly Local Area =T

Development (MLALAD) Fund in India enables FEr ey

legislators to directly allocate funds for development A S0

projects in their constituencies. Its primary objective is to 'I/‘ " g’ "\ |" ‘\y ‘ \

address local development needs and improve the

lity of life f ident o
quality of life for residents.
Key Features of MLALAD Fund: %&%ﬁhﬁﬂ'ﬁlﬁ

. . Compiled by B.PAC
o Allocation: A set amount is allocated to each P

MLA to finance developmental projects within —
their constituency.

o Flexibility: Legislators have discretion over how the funds are spent, within certain prescribed
regulations and guidelines.

« Transparency: Governments often enforce transparency, including public reporting on how the
funds are used and periodic audits.

e Accountability: MLAs are responsible for the proper utilization of funds, facing penalties in
cases of mismanagement or irregularities.

Benefits of the MLALAD Fund:

o Localized Development: The fund facilitates grassroots development, addressing essential
needs such as infrastructure, healthcare, education, and sanitation.
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« Empowering Legislators: It allows MLAs to engage more actively in local development efforts,
strengthening their connection with constituents.

« Community Involvement: It encourages citizens to participate in identifying and prioritizing local
development initiatives.

Challenges and Concerns:

o Potential Misuse: There are risks of corruption, nepotism, and misuse of the funds, undermining
its effectiveness.

o Regional Disparities: The scheme may deepen inequalities between more developed urban and
less developed rural areas.

o Lack of Oversight: In some instances, insufficient accountability mechanisms result in inefficient
fund utilization and wastage.

UPSC CSE Syllabus Relevance:
The MLALAD Fund links to several areas of the UPSC syllabus, such as:

o General Studies II: Focus on government schemes, social justice, and local governance.
o General Studies Ill: Economic development, infrastructure projects, and public administration.
o [Essay Writing: Topics on local governance, development, transparency, and accountability.

A deep understanding of the MLALAD Fund provides valuable insights into governance, regional
development, and the role of legislators.
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AstroSat's Breakthrough in Black Hole Research

Context:
India's AstroSat, in collaboration with NASA'’s space observatories, has recently made a major
advancement in black hole research. By observing dramatic eruptions resulting from the destruction of a
star near a massive black hole, these space
missions have provided critical data, deepening our
understanding of these enigmatic celestial bodies.

Body:

AstroSat’s Role:

AstroSat, India’s first multi-wavelength space
observatory, has been pivotal in these discoveries.
Equipped with five specialized telescopes, AstroSat
can observe cosmic objects across a wide spectrum
of wavelengths, ranging from visible light to high-
energy X-rays. This capability enables it to capture
diverse astronomical phenomena with exceptional
detail and precision.

Black Hole Eruptions:

The event observed involved a star straying too close to a supermassive black hole. As the black hole’s
immense gravitational force shredded the star, the resulting stellar debris formed a swirling disk around
the black hole. This disk heats up to millions of degrees, producing intense X-rays and other forms of
radiation. AstroSat successfully captured these high-energy eruptions, providing rare insights into the
violent dynamics of black hole accretion.

NASA'’s Contribution:

NASA’s observatories, including the Chandra X-ray Observatory and NuSTAR, played a complementary
role by supplying additional data on the black hole’s environment. Their observations of high-energy X-
ray emissions further enriched the understanding of the physical conditions around the black hole.

Scientific Significance:

These observations hold immense value for astrophysics, offering fresh insights into the complex
mechanisms near black holes, including their formation, evolution, and interactions with surrounding
matter. The data enhances our understanding of phenomena such as gravitational waves, the life cycles
of stars, and the behavior of matter in extreme environments.

Future Research:

The data collected from AstroSat and NASA will be further analyzed to extract more details about black
hole activity and its influence on the broader cosmos. This research could uncover new information on
black holes' role in shaping galaxies and other cosmic structures.
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UPSC CSE Syllabus Relevance:
AstroSat's contributions to black hole research tie into several areas of the UPSC syllabus:

o General Studies Ill: Covers science and technology, particularly space exploration and recent
astronomical advancements.

« Essay: Can be applied to topics discussing scientific progress, space missions, and the
mysteries of the universe.

Understanding AstroSat's role in space research not only highlights India's growing capabilities in space
technology but also contributes significantly to global astrophysical knowledge, especially in the field of
black hole research.

Chaukhamba Peak: A Himalayan Wonder

Context: Chaukhamba Peak, a striking mountain massif located in the Garhwal Himalayas, stands as
one of the most awe-inspiring and challenging peaks in India. With its distinct pyramid-like shape and
significant height, it draws experienced mountaineers
and trekkers from across the globe.

Geographical Location and Significance:

e Location: Chaukhamba Peak is situated within
the Nanda Devi National Park, Uttarakhand,
India, a region renowned for its rugged terrain
and rich biodiversity.

e Mountain Range: It forms part of the Garhwal
Himalayas, which hold immense cultural and
ecological importance.

o Height: The massif comprises four peaks, with
Chaukhamba | being the tallest at 7,138 meters
(23,419 feet), dominating the landscape.

Geological Formation:

« Composition: The mountain is primarily composed of granite and gneiss, types of metamorphic
rock formed through intense heat and pressure.

e Glaciers: Surrounded by glaciers, including the prominent Gangotri Glacier, Chaukhamba feeds
significant glacial systems, vital to the region’s hydrology.

Ecological Importance:
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e Biodiversity: The area around Chaukhamba hosts a variety of wildlife, including endangered
species like the snow leopard, Himalayan musk deer, and Western Tragopan.

« Water Source: Its glaciers serve as crucial water sources for the Ganga River, one of the most
sacred rivers in Hinduism and vital to millions for irrigation and daily use.

Cultural and Religious Significance:

o Spiritual Importance: Chaukhamba holds deep religious significance in Hindu culture, often
associated with deities such as Shiva and Parvati.

o Folklore: The region is rich in local legends, with ancient stories involving mystical creatures and
lost civilizations.

Mountaineering and Trekking:

« Challenges: Mountaineering on Chaukhamba is a demanding experience, requiring advanced
skills in high-altitude climbing and glacier navigation.

« Popular Routes: The most common ascents are via the Gangotri Glacier and Bhandakali Glacier
routes, each offering a unique challenge.

« Trekking: The surrounding region offers various trekking paths that highlight both the natural
beauty and cultural richness of the Garhwal Himalayas.

Conservation Efforts:

o Protected Area: Located within the Nanda Devi National Park, a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
Chaukhamba benefits from stringent conservation measures aimed at preserving its fragile
ecosystem.

« Conservation Initiatives: The Indian government has taken steps to protect the biodiversity of
this region, ensuring sustainable development while maintaining ecological balance.
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